Are spontaneous anti-idiotypic antibodies against anti-acetylcholine receptor antibodies present in myasthenia gravis?
The presence of anti-acetylcholine receptor anti-idiotypic antibodies in sera from 102 myasthenia gravis patients and from 33 first-degree relatives was investigated by: (a) Enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) using monoclonal antibodies raised against human acetylcholine receptor, (b) immunoprecipitation of 125I-monoclonal anti-acetylcholine receptor antibodies; (c) inhibition of anti-acetylcholine receptor monoclonal antibody binding to the receptor and/or (d) inhibition of autologous and heterologous anti-acetylcholine receptor antibody binding to the receptor. No clear evidence for the presence of abnormal levels of spontaneous anti-idiotypic antibodies to anti-acetylcholine receptor antibodies was found.